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In May, Tutela Legal (Catholic Church's human rights office, San Salvador) reported it had
documented 21 death squad killings during the first four months of the year, compared to 24 during
all of 1987. A military judge, Dr. Jorge Alberto Serrano, was assassinated after issuing a decision
unfavorable to rightists involved in a kidnapping- for-profit case. Two major newspapers called for
the expulsion of "troublemaking" foreigners. Meanwhile, a report prepared by foreign workers in
the country documented 46 cases of detention or arrest of foreigners since December. Summarized
below are human rights violations reported by Salvadoran daily newspapers El Mundo, Diario de
Hoy, La Prensa Grafica; the National Unity of Salvadoran Workers (UNTS), the National Association
of Agricultural Workers (ANTA), and Tutela Legal. (Basic data derives from 06/21/88 report by
El Rescate, Los Angeles, CA. For a copy of the "Chronology of Human Rights Violations in El
Salvador-1987," write El Rescate Human Rights Office, 2675 W. Olympic Blvd., Los Angeles CA
90006.] May 1: Juan Carlos Carrillo of the Salvadoran Workers' Central (CTS) was captured by four
"heavily armed men in civilian clothes," taken to a nearby sports arena and beaten for 30 min.
before being released. Carrillo had operated the sound system at the May Day rally, replacing the
regular UNTS soundperson who had received death threats. (UNTS) 2: Agricultural technician
Eduardo Torres Belloso was murdered in El Paraiso, Quazaltepeque, La Libertad department.
(Diario de Hoy, 05/03/88) Former National Guard agent Jose Antonio Alas shot 14 times in Los
Chilenos, Chalatenango department. Family members said Alas was preparing to leave for the US.
(La Prensa Grafica, 05/03/88) Death squad killings continue in Santa Ana department. Recently, two
men and a woman were taken from their homes in Finca El Aguilar, El Pezote. Jose Luis Alfaro, 45,
was abducted and murdered by "heavily armed men in olive green uniforms." Several similar cases
were reported in recent weeks in Coatepeque and Chalchuapa, Santa Ana. (El Mundo, 05/03/88)
Luis Antonio Urquilla Diaz captured by the National Guard after leaving UNTS office. Diaz is a
member of the union on strike at the "Talleres Sarti" factory. (El Mundo, 05/06/88) Centrist General
Workers Confederation (CGT) denounces April 30 murder of member Adrian Chavarria Giron. His
car was found at Treasury Police headquarters, reportedly containing "subversive propaganda."
The CGT accused the police of murdering Chavarria, and demanded an investigation. (La Prensa
Grafica, 05/02/88, 05/03/88) During a party in Ciudad Arce, new Christian Democrat mayor Alba
Abiza Zepeda Arevalo was shot by "hooded, armed men." PDC leaders charged ARENA member
Mario Rendon Morales with the murder. (La Prensa Grafica, 05/02/88) 5: Osmin Juarez Abarca,
student at the National University of El Salvador, taken from his home in Ciudad Delgado by
National Police. Juarez, 30, is also a teacher at the Inframen high school. (El Mundo, 05/06/88) 6:
Calixto Bonillo Palacios, 68, killed by soldiers from the Ponce Battalion at his home in El Amate,
San Miguel department. Bonillo was a member of the National Association of Agricultural Workers
(ANTA). ANTA reported that in the January-March period, 30 association members were detained,
and one assassinated. Since then, three more were murdered, one disappeared, one wounded and
19 detained. (From ANTA in El Mundo, 05/13/88) 8: Auxiliary Archbishop Rosa Chavez reports 19
political murders during the previous week. During a Sunday homily, he said President Duarte's
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proposal to meet with political parties to discuss peace proposals is "not sufficient." (El Mundo,
05/09/88) 9: Two assassinations are reported in Santa Ana department. Accountant Jose Francisco
Navarrette Sanchez, 18, was killed while bicycling in Colonia Primavera. The body of Manuel
de Jesus Barriento Argueta, 28, was found in an empty lot in the same neighborhood. (Diario de
Hoy, 05/10/88) 10: Jose Felix Portillo, justice of the peace in El Carmen, is assassinated. (La Prensa
Grafica, 05/11/88) 11: Military judge Dr. Jorge Alberto Serrano Panameno, 45, assassinated at 7:10
a.m. outside his home after taking his children to school. Serrano was struck by five 9mm bullets.
(El Mundo, 05/11/88) ARENA mayor of Perquin, Morazan, Terencio Rodriguez, is executed by the
FMLN. (El Mundo, 05/13/88) 12: Four government agricultural workers are kidnapped by the FMLN
in Hacienda San Simon near Zacatecoluca, La Paz department. Three of the four were released
on May 15. (El Mundo, 05/13/88, 05/16/88) 15: Raymundo Lopez Larin, 73, killed by Civil Defense
agent Adilio Lopez Canesa in La Longaniza, San Juan Nonualco, La Paz department. (El Mundo,
05/16/88) The corpse of Jorge Alberto Arias, 24, is found on San Salvador airport highway. Arias
was abducted by "unidentified men" at a dance on the evening of May 14 in Colonia San Cristobal.
(Diario de Hoy, 05/16/88) At Sunday mass in San Salvador's metropolitan cathedral, Father Jesus
Delgado reports 39 political killings last week. He called for an investigation of the murder of Judge
Serrano. (Diario de Hoy, 05/16/88) 17: Corpse of 25-year-old man in a plastic bag found on road to
La Libertad. (El Mundo, 05/17/88) 18: Emilio Leonardo Perez Ortiz, an employee of the Ministry of
Agriculture (ANTMAG), was abducted by "heavily armed men in civilian clothes" in Colonia Santa
Lucia. (El Mundo, 05/20/88) 19: Members of the poultry workers union (STIAHCSES) announce
indefinite strike on five poultry farms, most located in the western region of the country. Work
sites have been under military surveillance since January. The union presented demands in April,
receiving only threats in response. (El Mundo, 05/19/88) The corpse of Armando Caceres, 36, was
found in Sonsonate, bearing 20 bullet wounds and a slit throat. (Diario de Hoy, 05/19/88) Three
members of the National Association of Indigenous Salvadorans (ANIS) were captured by a civil
defense patrol in Santo Domingo de Guzman, Sonsonate department. The three women Andrea
Ramos, Maria Angelica Herrera and Leticia Ramos were accused of stealing clay, and taken to
the women's prison "because they could not pay the fine of 25 colones." (El Mundo, 05/26/88) 24:
Telecommunications union (ASTTEL) member Julio Cesar Ingles Chinchilla, 25, is assassinated
by soldiers of Fifth Infantry Brigade. Ingles was abducted at 3:00 p.m. as he left his home in San
Vicente to go fishing. He had worked as a lineman for the state company for five years. Ingles was
the fifth ASTTEL member to be assassinated since December; one remains disappeared. (UNTS) 25:
Corpse of unidentified 20-year-old man in plastic bag found on shoulder of road near Chupadero,
Santa Ana department. The man had been shot and burned. (El Mundo, 05/26/88) 27: Jose Abraham
Rivera, 25, is shot to death by a death squad in San Antonio Abad. His corpse, with thumbs tied
behind the back, was found on May 28. (Diario de Hoy, 05/30/88) 29: Three leaders of the Union
of Salvadoran Campesinos (UCS) are detained by Third Brigade soldiers near Metapan. Orlando
Arriola Lopez was released on May 31. As of June 1, Rolando Aguirre Arriola and Eugenio Galdamez
remained in custody. (El Mundo, 06/01/88) 30: Bomb explodes at home of Judge Dr. Hector Antonio
Villatoroin in San Miguel. No injuries are reported. (Diario de Hoy, 05/31/88)
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